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215), type locality Alabama, is proposed for the Raven of eastern U. S. 
and southern Canada. C. c. sinuatus is limited to central U. S. and Central 
Mexico, and C. c. clarionensis extended to include birds of extreme N. W. 
Mexico and S. W. United States. C. c. principalis remains the form of the 
far north. 

Oberholser, H. C. Diagnosis of a New Genus of Timaliidae. (Jour. 
Wash. Acad. Sci., VIII, No. 12, January 19, 1918.)— Sterrhoptilus (p. 
394), new genus based on Mixornis capitalis. 

Baker, E. C. Stuart. The Game Birds of India, Burma and Ceylon. Pt. 
XXIII. (Jour. Bombay, Nat. Hist. Soc. XXV, No. 3, January 15,1918.) 

Anderson, Johannes C. New Zealand Bird-song. Further Notes. 
(Trans, and Proc. N. Z. Inst. XLIX, December 20, 1917.) — Claims a 
similarity to human music. 

De Ferris, F. Contribution to a Study of the Cries and Songs of Birds 
in Relation to Music. (Bull. Inst. Gen. Psychologie, XVII, No. 4-6.) 
[In French.] 

Colthrup, C. W. Some Observations on Birds’ Songs and Calls. (Wild 
Life X, No. 3, March 1918.) 

Mullens, W. H. Bullock’s London Museum. (The Museum’s Journal 
[London], XVII, Nos. 4, 9 and 12.) — An important account of this 
historic museum and its collections. 

Swales, B. H. The Purple Sandpiper at Cleveland, Ohio. (Occa¬ 
sional Papers of the Museum of Zoology, Univ. of Mich., No. 57, June 20, 
1918.) — September 3, 1883. 

Oberholser, H. C. The Criterion of Subspecific Intergradation in 
Vertebrate Zoology. (Science, August 16, 1918.) — In the course of his 
discussion the author says that the ‘ degree of difference principle ’ so 
strongly advocated by Dr. C. Hart Merriam “has been found unsatis¬ 
factory.” This statement would seem to be rather too sweeping as many 
ornithologists of the highest standing regard as subspecies forms which 
differ but slightly but do not intergrade, so long as their ranges are distinct. 
In a very large number of cases too our judgment is actually based on the 
amount and character of the difference, the intergradation being inferred. 
As in many other evolutionary problems we shall probably ultimately 
consider several factors in reaching a conclusion rather than try to bind 
ourselves to one principle only (cf. p. 487). 

Publications Received.— Bailey, Florence Merriam. Birds of Glacier 
National Park. (General Information regarding Glacier National Park 
Season of 1918, pp. 52-64.) 

Bancroft, W. F. Directory of Officials and Organizations Concerned 
with the Protection of Birds and Game, 1918. (U. S. Department of 

Agriculture, Biological Survey.) 

Bangs, Outram. (1) Vertebrata from Madagascar. (Bull. Mus. 
Comp. Zool., LXI, No. 14, pp. 489-511.) (2) Notes on the Geographical 

Races of Tangara gyroloides. (Proc. N. E. Zool. Club, VI, pp. 73-76, 
December 21, 1917.) 
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Bangs, Outram and Noble, G. K. Description of a New Woodpecker 
from Peru. (Proc. N. E. Zool. Club, VI, pp. 85-86. June 7, 1918.) 

Dwight, Jonathan, M. D. The Geographical Distribution of Color 
and of other variable Characters in the Genus Junco: a new Aspect of 
specific and subspecific Values. (Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. Bull., XXXVIII, 
pp. 269-309. June 1, 1918.) 

Grinnell, J. (1) The Name of the American Barn Swallow. (The 
Condor, XX, p. 92, March, 1918. (2) Seven New or Noteworthy Birds 

from East-Central California. (Ibid., pp. 86-90.) (3) The Subspecies of 

the Mountain Chickadee. (Univ. of Cal. Publ. in Zool., Vol. 17, pp. 505- 
515. May 4, 1918.) 

Hollister, N. The Yellow Rail in the District of Columbia. (Proc. 
Biol. Soc. Wash., Vol. 31, pp. 93, June 29, 1918.) 

McAtee, W. L. Attracting Birds to Public and Semipublic Reserva¬ 
tions. (Bull. 715, U. S. Dept. Agriculture, August 12, 1918.) 

Mathews, Gregory M. The Birds of Australia. Vol. VII. Part II. 
May 15, 1918. London, Witherby & Co. 

Nichols, J. T. An Aspect of the Relation Between Abundance, Migra¬ 
tion and Range in Birds. (Science, XLVIII, No. 1233, August, 16, 1918.) 

Shufeldt, R. W. Anomalies to Be Found Among Ordinary Birds. 
(Scient. Amer. Suppl., No. 2207, April 20, 1918.) 

Skinner, M. P. Birds of the Yellowstone National Park. (General 
Information Regarding Yellowstone National Park. Season of 1917, 
pp. 54-59.) 

Soper, J. Dewey. The Birds of Edmonton. (Ottawa Naturalist, 
XXXI, Nos. 11 and 12, February and March, 1918.) 

Swales, Bradshaw H. The Purple Sandpiper at Cleveland, Ohio. 
(Occas. Papers Mus. Zool. Univ. of Mich., No. 57, June 20, 1918.) 

Swarth, H. S. The Subspecies of the Oregon Jay. (The Condor, XX, 
pp. S3-84, March, 1918.) 

U. S. Dept, of Agriculture. Migratory Bird Treaty and Regu¬ 
lations. (August 26, 1918.) 

Wetmore, Alexander. The Duck Sickness in Utah. (Bull. No. 672, 
U. S. Dept, of Agr., June 21, 1918.) 

Wocd, Norman A. (Occas. Papers Mus. of Zool. Univ. of Mich., No. 50, 
April 8, 1918. Notes on the Birds of Alger County, Michigan.) 

American Museum Journal, XVIII, No. 5, May, 1918. 

Ardea, VII, No. 1-2. 

Audubon Bulletin, Spring and Summer 1918. 

Austral Avian Record, The, III, No. 6, June 25, 1918. 

Avicultural Magazine, (3), IX, Nos. 8 and 9, June and July, 1918. 

Bird-Lore, XX, No. 4, July-August, 1918. 

Bird Notes and News, VIII, No. 2, Summer, 1918. 

Bluebird, The, X, Nos. 6 and 7, May and June, 1918. 

British Birds, XII, Nos. 1, 2 and 3, June-August, 1918. 

Bulletin British Ornithologists’ Club, Nos. CCXXXIV and CCXXXV, 
May 22, and July 25, 1918. 
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California Fish and Game, Vol. 4, No. 3, July, 1913. 

Condor, The, XX, No. 4, July-August, 1918. 

Current Items of Interest, Nos. 37 and 38, June 29 and July 1, 1918. 
Emu, The, XVIII, Part I, July, 1918. 

Fins, Feathers and Fur, No. 14, June, 1918. 

Ibis, The, (10), VI, No. 3, July, 1918. 

New Jersey Audubon Bulletin, No. 26, July 1, 1918. 

Oologist, The, XXXV, Nos. 7 and 8, July and August, 1918. 

Ottawa Naturalist, The, XXXI, No. 12, March, 1918 and XXXII, 
No. 1, April, 1918. 

Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, LXX, 
Part I, 1918. 

Revue Frangaise d’Ornithologie, Nos. 108,109,110, 111, April-July, 1918. 
Science, N. S., Nos. 1225-1237. 

Scottish Naturalist, The, No. 77 and 78, June, 1918. 

South Australian Ornithologist, The, III, Nos. 36 and 7, April and July, 
1918. 

Wilson Bulletin, The, XXX, No. 2, June, 1918. 

Zoological Society Bulletin, XXI, Nos. 3 and 4, May and July, 1918. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Concerning a Certain Tendency in Systematic Ornithology. 

Editor of ‘The Auk*: 

The more I think of it, the more dangerous appears to me to be the stand 
of those few who would assign to an extreme of one subspecies or species 
(an individual from within the breeding range of that form as typically 
represented by the mean) the name of an essentially different subspecies 
or species which that individual happens to resemble. 

To illustrate, Dr. Dwight in his recent essay on the Genus Junco (Bull. 
Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., vol. XXXVIII, 1918, pp. 269-309, 5 text-figs, 
[maps], pis. XI-XIII), cites (p. 293) the case of a series of breeding juncos, 
one hundred males, all from one locality in the Sierra Nevada of central 
California. He finds in this series, with regard to one character, color, 
variations which lead him to refer about seventy-five percent (with pinkish 
brown backs) to thurberi, fifteen percent (with browner backs) to “couesi,” 
and a smaller percentage (with deeply ruddy backs) to oregonus. Of 
course, as pointed out by him, there are further variations, and also these 
categories are not sharply demarked. Dwight says (p. 294): “I do not 
see how we can escape the necessity of calling a specimen oregonus or 




